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Critique of the closed 
access profit-driven 
scholarly publishing 
industry, which inhibits:

1) wider access to research

2) more equitable and bibliodiverse forms of 
knowledge production

3) the exploration of new forms of scholarship, and 

4) experiments with not-for-profit, scholar-led, and 
collaborative publishing



Critical Praxis 
and Scholarly 
Poethics

• Critical praxis refers to the awareness of and the 
reflection on how our ideas and ideologies related to the 
book become embodied in our publishing practices, 
making it possible to start to transform them. 

• scholarly poethics refers to a form of doing scholarship 
that pays specific attention to the relation between 
context and content, ethics and aesthetics in our 
research; between the methods and theories informing 
our scholarship and the media formats and graphic 
spaces we communicate through. 

• A scholarly poethics tries to connect the doing of 
scholarship with its political, ethical, and aesthetical 
elements. 





The 
Publishing 

Process: 
Versioning





What are the implications of the decentering of the human and 
of the rise of digital technologies for the humanities, for theory, 
for how we practice the (digital) humanities, for how we create, 
perform, share, and access it?

Post

Post

Post

Posthumanities

Post

Post

Post



Posthumanities 
Publishing An ongoing critique of our current publishing systems and 

practices, deconstructing existing hegemonies and questioning 
the fixtures in publishing to which we have grown accustomed—
from the book as a stable object to single authorship and 
copyright.

“Post” here is not intended to be oppositional, where it also does 
not denote “after;” it rather reflects a questioning and 
deconstructing of the humanities’ humanist legacy. 

Explores how new (digital) tools and technologies offer 
opportunities to rethink and reperform our humanist fixtures, 
institutions, and practices. 

Methodology of versioning, processual publishing, performative 
publishing. Focus on openness, remix, and reuse





HTTPS://POST-
PUBLISHING.ORG











Post-Publishing
Programme

• Why and for what reasons do we cut down or publish our processual 
research?

• What is our responsibility when choosing a specific format or platform 
to publish our work in/on, and how does this fit best 
with/perform/actively forms our research? (i.e., performative 
publications)

• How do we want to re-imagine a future publishing? What would a 
speculative, experimental post-publishing entail? What does 
publishing mean in an inherently post-digital environment?

• What does this mean for our established concepts of the book, the 
author, copyright, the university?

• How do we situate ourselves as co-researchers within the activist 
movements and organisations we study and are a part of?



Combinatorial 
Books: Gathering 
Flowers

Universidad 
Iberoamericana Ciudad de 
México

Open Humanities Press

COPIM



Snapshot of Combinatorial Books Workflow

Instantánea del flujo de trabajo de libros combinatorios

https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/workflow-for-combinatorial-books

Publishing Workflow









Combinatorial 
Books
Documentation



Ecological Rewriting: Situated Engagements with The Chernobyl 
Herbarium – Earlier versions of the book in development



Experimental Publishing Compendium
https://compendium.copim.ac.uk/







Video walk-through of the 
Experimental Publishing 
Compendium
https://archive.org/details/Experimental_Publishing_Compendium_walkthrough
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